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The  Council 

of  The  Town  of  Rocky  Mountain  House, 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 

Rocky  Mountain  House  and  District 
and 

Alberta  Transportation 

Welcome  you  to  the 

Official  Opening  of 

THE  DAVID  THOMPSON  HIGHWAY 

by 

The  HONOURABLE 

HUGH  M.  HORNER,  M.D. 

Deputy  Premier  and  Minister  of  Transportation 

Order  of  Ceremonies 

O CANADA 

Salvation  Army  Youth  Band 

INTRODUCTION 

Arthur  Bott 

Chairman  of  Cavalcade  Committee 
Master  of  Ceremonies 

INVOCATION 

Major  A.  Peat 

Commanding  Officer  Edmonton  Temple  Corps 

GUEST  SPEAKERS 

W.  Teskey 

Mayor,  Town  of  Rocky  Mountain  House 
G.  Towers 

Member  of  Parliament,  Red  Deer  District 

The  Honourable  Helen  Hunley 
Minister  of  Social  Services 
& Community  Health 
Member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly 
Rocky  Mountain  House  Constituency. 


The  Honourable  Dr.  Hugh  M.  Horner 

Deputy  Premier  and  Minister  of  Transportation 


Helen  Hunley 

Minister  of  Social  Services 
and  Community  Health 
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Hugh  M.  Horner,  M.D. 

Deputy  Premier  and  Minister 
of  Transportation 


Message  from 
Premier  Lougheed 


I he  Honourable  Peter  Lougheed 
Premier  of  Alberta 


Personally  and  on  behalf  of  the  Government  of 
Alberta,  I am  very  pleased  to  have  the  opportun- 
ity to  extend  greetings  on  the  occasion  of  the 
official  opening  of  the  David  Thompson  High- 
way. 

Not  only  will  this  major  link  in  our  network  of 
highways  be  beneficial  to  the  residents  of  the 
area  but  it  will  also  provide,  for  visitors,  access 
to  some  of  the  most  spectacular  scenery  in 
Alberta. 

Please  accept  my  sincere  best  wishes  on  this 
memorable  day. 


Facts  About 
The  David 
Thompson 
Highway 

From  Rocky  Mountain  House  to  the 
Banff  Park  Boundary 

First  clearing  project  started  in  December 
1958. 

First  grading  project  started  in  October,  1959. 

Bighorn  Dam 

Due  to  the  construction  of  this  dam,  it  was 
necessary  to  re-construct  8.89  miles  of  new 
grade  at  a cost  of  over  two  million  dollars. 

Not  including  the  bridges,  the  total  cost  of  the 
highway  is  $19,340,000.  This  includes  all  of 
1975-76  construction  which  will  complete  the 
entire  section  to  the  base  course  stage. 

Total  Number  of  Projects  - 32 

Grading  -15 

Asphaltic  Concrete  pavement  -2 
Base  Course  -9 
Clearing  -6 


Facts  About 
the  Bridge 
Structures  on 
David  Thompson 
Highway 
1959-1975 


The  total  cost  of  bridge  construction  on  the 
David  Thompson  Highway  since  1959  is 
$1,628,000. 

There  were  16  culverts  and  6 standard  bridges 
constructed.  In  addition  to  these  the  following 
major  structures  were  constructed  at  the  cost 
shown. 

Bighorn  River 

2-20  foot  culverts  installed  in  1962  -$115,000 

Cline  River  Bridge 

Steel  girder  bridge;  started  in  1966,  completed 
in  1967  - $262,000 

The  North  Saskatchewan  River  Bridge 
at  Rocky  Mountain  House 

New  precast  concrete  girder  bridge;  started  in 
1971,  finished  in  1972  - $514,000 

The  existing  steel  truss  bridge  over  the  North 
Saskatchewan  River  at  Rocky  Mountain  House 
was  upgraded  in  1974  by  constructing  a new 
concrete  deck  and  painting  the  structural 
steel  - $193,000 


The  following  description  is  taken  from  David 
Thompson's  Diary  of  1807. 

" Here  among  the  stupendous  and  solitary  wilds 
covered  with  eternal  snow,  and  mountain  connected 
with  mountain  by  immense  glaciers,  the  collection  of 
ages  and  on  which  the  beams  of  the  sun  make  hardly 
any  impression  when  aided  by  the  most  favourable 
weather,  I stayed  fourteen  days  more,  impatiently 
waiting  for  the  melting  of  the  snows  of  the  height 
of  land." 


The  height  of  land  was  the  continental  divide,  where 
the  divide  crosses  the  top  of  the  Howse  valley  leading 
to  the  western  side  of  the  mountains.  Ironically,  al- 
though Thompson  made  his  first  trip  through  this 
pass  in  1807,  it  was  named  after  a Hudson's  Bay 
Company  trader  who  followed  Thompson's  trail 
several  years  later. 

It  was  in  May  of  1807  that  Thompson,  his  wife  and 
three  children,  along  with  three  Canadiens,  took  their 
horses  and  rode  westward  towards  the  Saskatchewan 
Gap. 

David  Thompson  was  greatly  impressed  by  the  flat 
prairie  they  passed  through,  framed  on  one  side  by 
the  mountains  and  on  the  other  by  the  river.  Noticing 
the  many  blackened  spots  where  cooking  fires  had 
been,  he  said  to  his  wife,  " It  must  have  been  a 
favourite  spot  of  the  Kootenay  Indians ",  and  gave 
it  the  name  it  has  today  . . . Kootenay  Plains. 

They  blazed  a trail  westward  . . . sometimes  having 
to  stop  to  chop  down  trees  to  make  way  for  the 
heavily  laden  horses. 

The  hump  of  the  great  divide  was  reached  on  June 
25th,  1807  and  they  crossed  the  mountain  barrier  by 
the  route  now  called  Howse  Pass. 

It  is  because  of  this  first  famous  trip  through  the 
Howse  Pass  that  the  highway  west  from  Rocky 
Mountain  House  was  named  the  DAVID  THOMPSON 
HIGHWAY. 

Just  as  it  was  David  Thompson's  prayer  to  see 
where  the  waters  flow  into  the  ocean,  it  is  the  hope 
of  many  that  one  day  the  highway  will  be  extended 
through  ihe  Howse  Pass,  offering  the  traveller  un- 
matched scenery  while  shortening  the  miles  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean. 


Royal  Ontario  Museum 

Above  is  Paul  Kane's  painting  of  Boat  Encampment. 

Although  Mr.  Kane  has  taken  some  artistic  liberties  with 
the  shape  of  the  mountains,  the  scene  is  typical  of  the 
campsites  of  David  Thompson  as  he  journeyed  through  the 
Kootenay  Plains  on  his  way  to  Howse  Pass. 


